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SUB J : MORE, SHARPER CRITICISM OF WESTERN MUSIC LOVERS 

1. PEOPLE'S DAILY FEBRUARY 8 DECLARED THAT THE CRITICISM OF 
REVISIONIST VIEWS ON BOURGEOIS CLASSICAL MUSIC IS DEEPENING AND 
SHARPENING ALONG WITH THE ATTACK ON CONFUCIUS AND LIN PIAO. AN 
ARTICLE BY CHU LAN, PRESUMABLY THE SAME PERSON WHO AUTHORED THE 
DEFENSE OF REVOLUTIONARY OPERAS IN THE JANUARY ISSUE OF RED FLAG, 
TOOK TO TASK THE IMPRESSIONIST AND MODERN SCHOOLS OF WESTERN 
MUSIC, ASKING ARCHLY WHETHER SOME DID NOT CARRY SUCH TITLES AS 
"PINES," "FOUNTAINS," AND "MOONLIGHT." THE ARTICLE WENT ON TO 

STAB AT THOSE WHO "BABBLE ABOUT SUCH ABSTRACT CONCEPTS OF MUSIC 
AS 'CHANGES AND CONTRASTS OF MOODS, HEALTHINESS AND BRIGHTNESS,’ 

TO REPLACE CONCRETE CLASS ANALYSIS AND THEREBY "HOODWINK AND 
CHEAT" THE MASSES. "THIS IS THE FOCAL POINT IN THE CONTROVERSY." 

2. CHU LAN ADDS THAT "THE APPEARANCE OF THE REVISIONIST VIEWPOINT 
THAT RULES OUT THE CLASS NATURE OF MUSIC IS NOT AN ISOLATED, 
INDIVIDUAL, AND ACCIDENTAL PHENOMENON; RATHER, IT IS A 
CONCENTRATED MANIFESTATION OF THE TENDENCY OF WORSHIPPING FOREIGN 
THINGS AND RESTORING THE OLD, WHICH EXISTS IN SOCIETY AND MUSIC 
CIRCLES AT PRESENT." THIS MUST BE THOROUGHLY EXPOSED AND 
CRITICIZED. 
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3. IT APPEARS THAT CHU LAN, WHOEVER THAT MAY BE, IS SPECIFICALLY 
ATTACKING ONE CHEN HSING OF THE CHINESE PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA. 
CHEN, IN AN ARTICLE IN PEOPLE'S DAILY SEPTEMBER 19, 1973 WARMLY 
PRAISING THE PHILADELPHIA ORCHESTRA'S CONCERTS IN PEKING, 
COMMENTED THAT THE PERFORMANCE OF RESPHIGI'S SYMPHONIC POEM 
"PINES OF ROME" WAS "BRILLIANT IN VARIATIONS OF COLOR AND TONE." 
CHEN HSING’S ARTICLE, WHICH MADE NO ATTEMPT AT "CLASS ANALYSIS" 

OF THE PHILADELPHIA'S PROGRAM, WAS REPRINTED IN CHINA RECONSTRUCTS 
(NO. 12) IN DECEMBER 1973. 

4. COMMENT. THIS CONTINUING. CHARPENING ATTACK THREATENS TO 
GO BEYOND A PASSING WARNING TO THOSE CHINESE INVOLVED IN 
CULTURAL AND OTHER EXCHANGES; THEY LOOK TO BE IN 

FOR SERIOUS STRUGGLE SESSIONS. IT DOES NOT AUGUR WELL FOR 
FUTURE EXCHANGES. WE NOTE THAT THE QUESTION OF CLASS CONTENT IN 
GRAPHIC AND DIDACTIC MATERIAL HAS ALREADY BEEN RAISED IN CONNECT- 
ION WITH THE CHINESE ARCHEOLOGICAL EXHIBITION SCHEDULED FOR 
CANADA AND THE US. 

ALLEN 
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